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The Honorabl e Jeffrey W Runge, MD
Admi ni strator

National H ghway Traffic Safety Adninistration
400 Seventh Street, S.W

Washi ngton, D.C. 20590

Federal Mbtor Vehicle Safety Standards;
Desi gnat ed Seating Positions and Seat Belt Assenbly Anchorages
Docket No. NHTSA-2005-21600

Dear Dr. Runge:

The I nsurance Institute for H ghway Safety supports the proposal by

t he National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to amend
the definition of “designated seating position” (DSP) in federal notor
vehicl e safety standards and to establish a new procedure for
determ ni ng the nunber of designated vehicle seating positions. W
al so support NHTSA's proposal to apply the new procedure to all types
of vehicles, irrespective of weight, and to elimnate the current
exception for auxiliary seats. The Institute favors the proposed
changes because the new definition and procedure woul d require al
vehicl es to have sufficient nunbers of restraint systens to protect

t he nunber of occupants who actually can be seated.

We agree with the agency that the current definition of “designated
seating position” is too vague and too dependent on nmanufacturers’
designations to reflect real occupancy of nodern vehicles. NHISA' s
exanpl es of vehicles with two rear DSPs being occupied by three
passengers reflect our own observations. The proposed use of the
H-poi nt instead of the seating reference point, along with the clearer
definition of seating inpedinments that nay be used to separate

adj acent DSPs, shoul d provide vehicle manufacturers with better

gui dance on the nunber of seat belts that need to be fitted. In
addition, the anmendnent of the DSP definition to renpve the exclusion
for auxiliary seats fills a |ong overl ooked gap in safety standard
requirements to provide belts in positions likely to be occupi ed when
a vehicle is in notion
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The Institute supports the new definition and procedure for
determ ning a designated seating position, applicable to all
because it woul d require each |ocation capabl e of passenger occupancy
to be equipped with a restraint system

CC:

Si ncerely,

Vet S

Adrian K. Lund, Ph.D.
Chi ef Qperating Oficer
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